
 

 

 
 
To the citizens of Greenville County, 
 
On November 30, 2016, our county experienced an unusual weather event in the southern 
region of our county. Later confirmed by the National Weather Service, a EF1 tornado touched 
down in the Simpsonville communities and cause a massive amount of property damage, power 
outages and displaced many residents. The Greenville County Sheriff’s Office, Greenville County 
Office of Emergency Management, South Greenville Fire Department, Greenville County 
Emergency Response Teams (search and rescue teams) worked diligently with Greenville and 
Anderson County EMS, Greenville County Public Works, many other local and state partners 
and Red Cross in the response to assure the safety and needs of our citizens were met. 
Immediately during and after the storm, Red Cross opened the nearby shelter at 3115 Fork 
Shoals Road to assist in the housing of displaced families. The shelter met the needs of many 
families who just needed a roof over their heads and basic needs. As time progressed, we 
observed some greater needs and reached out to our VOAD (volunteer organizations active in 
disaster) partners and held a meeting to discuss how they could get involved to better assist 
out citizens because we knew at this time we did not meet the requirements for a Federally 
declared disaster. 
 
On December 01, 2016, South Greenville Fire Department, Greenville County Office of 
Emergency Management and other local fire departments through the Greenville County Fire 
Chiefs Association performed a third and final search of the damaged structures. Greenville 
County Codes Enforcement officers joined each team of responders and performed  their 
windshield surveys for damage assessment. They worked throughout the day and into the 
evening to ensure they had good information to provide the State Office of Emergency 
Management to seek Federal assistance, if we qualified.  
 
Due to the amount not meeting the requirements for the disaster declaration thresholds, the 
Office of Emergency Management reached out to the State of South Carolina and requested a 
SBA (small business administration) verification be performed in the affected areas to see if 
other means of assistance was available. This verification took several days and required a 
second verification because the threshold numbers were close to the qualification but 
ultimately Greenville County did not qualify.  
 
Thank you for your patience with this matter, at this time VOAD organizations and the 
American Red Cross continue to provide individual assistance as needed. Red Cross can be 
reached at 864-271-8222 and they can assist with any questions or provide guidance through 
their process for assistance.  


